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PLAN TO JOIN US AGAIN THE WEEKEND OF JUNE 16 & 17 FOR AN ENJOYABLE DAYLIGHT 
RIDE IN BOTH DIRECTIONS OVER THE SIERRAS TO THE RENO AREA. OUR PRIVATE MOD- 
ERN CARS WILL BE ATTACHED TO THE SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR. WHEN WE ARRIVE IN 
SPARKS SHUTTLE SERVICE WILL BE AVAILABLE TO THE DOWNTOWN RENO DISTRICT. WHEN 
YOU ARE READY TO RETIRE AFTER AN EXCITING EVENING ON-THE-TOWN, OUR CARS WILL 
BE PARKED AT THE DEPOT FOR OVERNIGHT OCCUPANCY. 


PRICES: FARES INCLUDE: ALL TRANSPORTATION, 
UPPER $35.00 SLEEPING ACCOMODATIONS, RENO HOS- 
LOWER $40.00 PITALITY PACK, SHUTTLE SERVICE, 
RMTTE. $45.00 CHAMPAGNE. FOR BROCHURE CONTACT 
BDRM for (1) $75.00 C.McDANIEL 415-271-8038 days; 

BDRM for (2)* $65.00 415-839-9807 nights. 


* applies to couples 
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AUG. 2,3,4,5,6: PRIVATE MODERN SLEEPERS ATTACHED TO THE SAN FRANCISCO 
ZEPHYR ENROUTE TO DENVER FOR 8444 TRIP AUG. 4th. CARS WILL BE PARKED 

AT DENVER UNION STAION FOR OVERNIGHT OCCUPANCY 3rd & 4th. UPPERS 31/5. 
LOWERS $185, RMTTE $190, BDRM FOR (1) $225, BDRM FOR (2) ea. $190. PRICE 
INCLUDES 8444 EXCURSION, R.T. TRANSPORTATION, SLEEPING ACCOMODATIONS, 
SHOWER FACILITIES. CONTACT C.McDANIEL 356 S. Jayne Ave. #103 Oakland, 
Ca. 94610 or phone 415-271-8038 days; 415-839-9807 nights. ACT QUICKLY! 


PRICES ARE GOING DOWN at Rail Travel Newsletter!!! Who else can make such a 
statement in these times of spiralling inflation? We want to share our success 
with you, and so we announce new lower prices for most ads to be run in RIN. 
Starting with ad orders postmarked after June 1, 1973, half-page display ads 
will cost $5 each instead of $6; quarter-page ads will drop from $3.50 to $2.50 
Full-page ads will remain at $10. This equalizes our fare structure--to use 
Amtrak's phraseology--so the small advertiser pays at the same rate as the 
large advertiser. Ad size for a full page is 5x8 inches; smaller sizes are 
proportional. Smallest size available is one-eighth page (1x5 or 2x24 inches) 
for $1.25. These prices are for camera-ready copy (same-size, black ink); 
reductions, enlargements, or half-toning will be charged at cost. Remittance 
should be sent with order for orders of under $10. 

NOW HEAR THIS!!! See the Express Ads section of this issue for more surprises 
and for the address to which to mail your order. 
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ON THE COVER: The swift passage of southbound Metroliner 115 on the high level 
bridge on the Penn Central sain line into Havre de Grace, Maryland does not ruffle 
the tranquillity of this scene on the Susquehanna River. This is the second in our 
series of photos depicting the beauties of rail travel. Ken Maylath snapped the 
train on May 6, the first Sunday of the third year of Amtrak operations. See Ken! 
article in this issue on the "Day the Metroliner Broke Down." : 


Express Ads 


YOUR AMTRAK TICKETS BY MAIL! A call is all it takes for complete planning, 
reservations and tickets. Call GREAT WESTERN TOURS at (415): 398-2994, or 

write us at the Sheraton Palace Hotel, 639 Market St., San Francisco 94105. 
"An AMTRAK appointed agency dedicated to the pleasure of travel by train." 


SUMMER SPECIAL" -- the only remaining "Shore-going" train from Philadelphia 
area to South Jersey resorts--tentatively scheduled to resume operation Satur- 
day, June 23, with 10 AM departure from Lindenwold (accessible from downtown 
Philadelphia, 8% and Market subway station, via PATCO Hi-Speed Line; allow a 
half hour). Train runs Saturday and Sunday to Ocean City, Wildwood (Rio Grande), 
and Cape May; returning Saturday and Sunday evenings. DELTRAN, Box 429, 

Bryn Mawr, PA 19010. 


Monthly Rail Passenger Historical Newsletter. Interesting features, photos, 

diagrams, etc. June issue "GREEN DIAMOND." July issue St. Louis Union Station. 

Future issues to include Zephyrs, Pullman Co., Kansas City Union Station, Rock- 

ets, Budd Company and "ANN RUTLEDGE.” $2.00 yearly subscription. 25¢ SAMPLE 

. [COPY. “Write: John A. Morris, Central Illinois Railroad Club, 104 Eisenhower 
Drive, Apt. 2-C, Bloomington, Illinois 61701. 


- [RAILROAD TIMETABLE COLLECTIONS BOUGHT!! LARGE AND SMALL, ANY AGE, TRY ME 
` FFIRST. Tom Coval, 21 E. Robin Road, Holland, Pennsylvania. Phone 


AMTRAK SUING LEN RAILROAD OVER DELAYS TO "FLORIDIAN" 


For the first time, Amtrak has taken one of its railroads to court, suing for 
$1.2 million in damages for loss of potential revenue, added operating costs, and 
damage to its reputation, The Chicago-Florida FLORIDIAN, run partly by the Louis- 
ville & Nashville Railroad, has chronically suffered from very poor on-time per- 
formance records, Amtrak says it lost 2hrs 13mins a day on the average over the 
LEN portion of its run during the first quarter of this year, for an average speed 
of less than 39mph, or about 2 hours longer than competing bus time. Because of 
the poor performance, the train's patronage has been low, and the Dept. of Trans- 
foreatien accordingly recommended discontinuance of the train in its March 15 re- 
port. 

The case will be heard by an arbitration panel in Washington, and is being taken 
to serve as a warning to other railroads that Amtrak will take steps to insure 
that its contract provisions are properly carried out. | | | 


ANOTHER BOMB EXPLOSION ON SOUTHERN PACIFIC LINES 


The explosions of 250-pound bombs aboard an SP freight in the Roseville, CA yards 
April 28 (see RTN 2nd April issue) had hardly blown over when a new incident ine .— 
volving munitions shipment occurred (May 24) 15 miles east of Benson, AZ on an iso- 
lated siding known as Tully. There were no reports of injuries from the detonation 
of the 500-pound bombs in a dozen cars of a 10/-car freight train. The incident oc- 
curred shortly before sunset, and the westbound SUNSET LIMITED was held at Lordsburg 
NM while passengers were bused on to their destinations. The train was enroute from 
East St. Louis to Los Angeles, and the munitions cars were headed for Port Chicago, 
CA, as were the cars involved in the earlier Roseville occurrence. One report said 
the Arizona train had derailed. Sabotage is being investigated in both cases, but 
this is routinely done, The bombs when shipped are defused so that intense heat 
would be required to set them off. in the Roseville explosions, there was one un- 
firmed report of a hotbox or glowing wheel seen before the blasts. i 

The Los ogane i Orleans main line, blocked by the explosions, which continued 
at 5-10 minute intervals, was reopened May 26, with 34 trains backed up. : 

In another incident, two SP freight cars of bomb casings without explosive con- 
tents derailed in the Los Angeles yard May 26, scattering the Casings. Railroad : 
spokesmen called the incident "accidental," but it stirred up some initial concern 
before it was learned that the bombs were not explosive. 


PROBLEM OF NORTHEAST RAILROADS COMING TO A HEAD 


The question of what to do with the bankrupt Northeast railroads must be decided 
by July 2, the date set by the federal district judge overseeing the Penn Central 
bankruptcy. Several competing plans are now being debated, and they involve the 
basic conflicting questions of whether to nationalize or not--how much government 
funds to invest to save the massive Penn Central, or whether perhaps to allow it 
to go into liquidation. The two principal competing plans are those of the Dept. 
of Transportation, which wants nothing to do with government funding for the PC, 
and the Congressional plan sponsored by Sen. Vance Hartke, which would establish 
an Amtrak-like semi-public corporation to buy up Northeast trackage and lease it 
back to the railroads. The National Association of Railroad Passengers and this 
newsletter are among those supporting the Hartke bill. The DOT plan is for a new 
private corporation to take up the remnants of the Penn Central and run it with 
private funding. A widely-quoted statement of DOT Secretary Brinegar is that 
"Quite clearly there is a healthy rail system trying to crawl out of the North- 
eastern wreck." According to the Christian Science Monitor another Washington rail 
expert counters with the quip, "He expects it to craw] out by itself." 








































































(215) 357-4570, 


IMPORTANT WEWS FOR EXPRESS AD PURCHASERS! Beginning with ad orders postearked 
after June 1, 1973, we are increasing the nurber of lines your dollar pur- 
chases fron 3 to 4. For the minimum $1.00 fee, you now may use up to 4 lines, 
80 typewriter characters and spaces each! Additional lines are 25¢ each. This {| 
change fs in line with Message Media's policy of giving the customer the most ff 
for his or her money. We want to share our success with you, and thus are of- 
fering you lower advertising rates. See also the announcement on the rear 
cover concerning lower display ad rates. You'll be satisfied with our service. 
We're trying to restore some of the old-fashioned virtues, and our motto is 
"the custemer is always right." By offering lower prices and better service, 
ve're trying to counter the predominant trends in American business. Write now 
to: MESSAGE MEDIA, BOX 9007, BERKELEY CA 94709, 


SUBSCRIBE TO THIS NEWSLETTER, Just six dollars for 24 twice-monthly issues by 
first class ail. Sample copy 25¢. Do you know a friend who'd like to receive 
a sample? Write: Message Media, Dept. RTN, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709 U.S.A. 
Back issues cost 25¢ each. See list available in our last issue. te 


Rail Travel Newsletter, Vol. 3, No. 10 (Whole No. 60), Second Issue of May, 1973. 
Published twice monthly by Message Media, P.0. Box 9007, Berkeley, California 94709, 
Subscription $6.00 per year; single copy 25¢. STAFF: Janes Russell, Editor; Paul: 
Rayten, Editor-at-Large; Kenneth Maylath, East Coast Correspondent; Peter Roeha, | 
Northeastern Correspondent; Doug Ellis, Staff Photographer. 
Scheduled mailing date for this issue: June 1, 1973. 
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MORE NEWS IN BRIEF: 


THERE WON'T BE A PENN CENTRAL RAILROAD STRIKE. The PC was going to cut the size of 
its freight crews last May 9, precipitating the threat of a strike. Thts was delayed | 
until June 9, and now is put off indefinitely, since the railroad finds $t would lose | 
more money by a strike now than it pays out in the unwanted personnel... | 
PUBLIC TELEVISION carried on the Advocates program this month a pane) debating the 
issues in the Northeast RR crisis. The topic: Should we rely on private enterprise 
to save bankrupt Northeast railroads?... | 

CORRECTED RIDERSHIP FIGURES from Amtrak for Santa Fe routes in February: train #3, 
251 psgrs; #4, 268; #15, 246; #16, 213; #21, 20; #22, 18. These are based on actual 
counts for the month made by Santa Fe. Figures are average daily ridership (see 
table in RTN, 2nd April issue)... | 

THE ENERGY CRISIS and the gasoline shortage (see last issue) were felt most strongly 
on the 3-day Memorial Day weekend (May 26-28). More than a suspicion has arisen 
that the petroleua crisis, at least partly invented by the oi] industry and the Ad- 
ministration, is in part a means of gaining public support for the controversial 
Alaska pipeline and for increased offshore oi] drilling. In Canada, people find it 
hard to believe there is a shortage south of the border when Canadian can ‘buy unlia- 
ited gasoline... 

TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY BRINEGAR'S talk at Transportation Week activities in Los 
Angeles (see QUOTES, p. 15) reportedly asked summer vacationers to consider going 

by Amtrak to conserve gasoline! One observer countered with the remerk thet he 
should try to get his administration to release impounded Amtrak funds so the pub- 
lic would have better travel options... 

AMTRAK'S PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL train to Canada is getting plushier, Forser diner- 
lounge is replaced by an ex-NORTH COAST LIMITED diner (usually ex-NP 458) end it is 
reported to do a good business... 

THE SUPER CHIEF never arrived in Los Angeles May 12, and never left, Due to a 
freight wreck in northern Arizona the trains enroute were stopped each side of it 
and passengers bused between. Train heading East at that tine stopped at Barstov 

on westbound return after being turned (actually run backwards) and it lef fron 
that desert town eastbound the 12", with passengers from L.A. bused to it... 

THE POINT HAS come out in hearings on Amtrak this month that the consumer seat on 
NRPC's Board of Directors is still vacant, never having been filled... 


Urban-Suburban Transit 


BART'S CONCORD LINE officially opened May 21 as forecast. We planned more exten- 
sive coverage of the event for this issue, but will put it off till next time for 
want of space. On the May 28 holiday BART was running (it runs only weekdays) and 
there were major snags due to so many sightseers running the entire route and be- 
cause of a plague of Rohr car equipment malfunctions... 

VARCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA's City Planning Dept. has just proposed a rapid-transit 
subway system for the city, to cost between $100 and $270 million, Other recommen- 
dations were for liaiting off-street parking and phasing out street parking downtown 
to discourage auto travel, while immediately improving buses and encouraging pedes- 
trians with more colorful sidewalk areas, etc... 

PENN CENTRAL COMMUTER train derailed at Branchville, CT May 9, killing on man and 
injuring two more... 

60 NEW BUSES took over the duties of the saaan old portion of the 3rd Avenue ele- 7? 
vated betyeen 19° St. and Gun Hill Road in the Bronx, New York April 29, the Vast i 
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SP AND THE TEXAS CHIEF =- AN ANALYSIS OF RUNNING TIMES by Ken Maylath 


One of the more interesting situations these days has to be the struggle between 
Amtrak and the SP over the use of SP rails between Dallas and Houston for the pro- 
posed re-routing of the TEXAS CHIEF. There's been a lot of discussion about the 
running time. Five hours? It shouldn't take longer than that, says the Dallas As- 
trak Committee, among others. Nearly eight hours? Amtrak, reportedly, will settle 
for that. About nine hours? That's what SP desires to negotiate the 264 miles. 

Who's right? Any of those figures on the beam? Here, an evaluation of the sit- 
uation--actually two evaluations, one by the writer, another by someone else know- 
Tedgeable in the field. We have reached similar con¢lusions, independently. We 
agree that SP's proposed time is ridiculous and probably soti vated by a desire to 
discourage Amtrak from use of its track, The Amtrak proposed timing is overly gen- 
erous as well, And the Amtrak Committee conclusions are unrealistic in view of the 
present conditions. | 

This study is based on 1972 SP operating timetables and speed limits as well as 
the timings for scheduled freights on the Ene. It is also based on a comparison 
with similar tables of 20 years ago (see accompanying table). 

The SP has been and is generally conservative in matters of speed limits and 
scheduling for passenger trains. Even 20 years ago the limits, in the days of the 
Shr, 25min SUNGE A were 75 between Dallas and Hearne and 70 between Hearne & Hous- 
ton. Those limits were 10mph higher than the freight limits then in force. Today, 
the respective speed limits are 60 and 40. These are the same for freight and pas- 
senger. Altho it would seem to make sense to have a passenger liait 10mph above | 
that for freight (a practice widely used by SP) it is unlikely that the Federal RR 
Adainistration or anyone else is in a position to force any increase. We must as- 
sume that the current limits--which predate any announcement of interest in the 
route by Amtrak--will be the guideline. Also important is the fact that overall 
average speed can be close to speed limits since the line has few restrictions and 
passes thru no large cities. This is indicated by the 64mph average speed sain- 
tained by the SUNBEAM for years ever the stretch from Housten to Hearne under a 70 
mph limit--including the exit from Houston itself, Also, today's run of the BLUE 
STREAK MERCHANDISE, paced by the Dallas Amtrak Committee and reported in our Tast 
issue, between Corsicana and Hearne. The 89.5ailes in 90mins documented by thes 
is indeed the allowance given in SP's operating timetable, 

The lack of realism shown in both SP's and Amtrak's proposed times can be shown 
thru a comparison with the 40-mile longer run over that famous stretch between Chi- 
cago and Cincinnati. Including a time-consuming exit from Chicago (50mins for the 
first 25 miles), getting thru Indianapolis, and one more stop than Astrak is pro- 
posing between Dallas and Houston, the southbound running tise is Thrs, 45mins. 
This includes those tong stretches of 35mph running, and some sections of 10mph 

Looking at the Amtrak Committee's psoposed 4hr, 50min schedule, we see its dif- 
ficulties if we note that it would take about 3hrs to cover the 120 miles from 
Houston to Hearne at 40aph, leaving but 110mins to get from Hearne to Dallas--144 
miles, Even the SUNBEAM took longer than that. While making this point, however, 
one notes that SP has two freichts carded over the Houston-Hearne stretch, vest- 
bound, with timings that are impossible under a 40mph limit. One of these, #257 
(see table), is supposed to cover a 26-nile stretch from Navasota to Bryan in 26 
ninutes! It is scheduled from Eureaka, at the edge of Houston, to Hearne, 115 
niles, in 131 minutes. 

Having made these points, let's take an imaginary trip from Dallas to Houston 
in the summer of 1973, using our proposed schedule. We will use the approximate 
departure time from Dallas that would be likely under the TEXAS CHIEF's revised 
schedule on June 10 out of Chicago. 


(continued on page 16) page 5 
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COVERAGE BY KENNETH MAYLATH AND PETER ROEHM 


(G000 THING RTN HAD TWO REPORTERS ON THE SCENE, BECAUSE ONE NEVER MADE IT, BUT 
GETS TO TELL HIS STORY OF... 20 ) | 


TRAVELING.TO THE DAH (or) THE NIGHT THE METROLINER BROKE DOWN ) 
| . -by Ken Maylath = 


/ DELAWARE £ 


Two for. the price of.one.. Chasing the late April stear-powered trip on the D&H, | 
plus a rail trip to and from the scene of the action, =~ = = - 4 
The 3:36pm Metroliner out of Baltimore on Firday afternoon--joining a friend from 
the Washington area already aboard, A departure about 5 minutes late at a tine wher 
every minute would count.on the New York end of the trip,- Our 4 cars virtually at j 
capacity. A few more minutes by the board by the tiae we left Wilmington-enow ten $ 
minutes behind. Little did we know! Still ten behind the timecard out of 30% St. $ 
Philadelphia.. Now approaching the sweeping curve where the trains to Atlantic City f 
used to branch off and rumble across the Delaware River. Suddenty, a loud pop and } 
sparks from the pantograph at the forward-end of our car: We came to a stop--all f 
power off, save a couple emergency lights. The clock read two minutes beyond 5pm. X 
There we sat for the better part of an hour--obviously in no condition to contin=% 
ue our journey with any quick repair. Then, a conventional train easing alongside--. 
about the same time as an aging switcher coupled to the head end of our consist. | 
Word from one of the crew members that:a train-to-train transfer would be made. | 
Somehow, this plan was abandoned as the switcher eased us forward a few tenths of a 
mile to the small suburban platform at Frankford Junction. Those steps that the PC 
insisted be included when the Metros were built came in handy as more than 200 pas- 
sengers crowded down onto the low level platform. What was supposed to be our rescue 
train having gone, we were told that another would stop for us shortly, Just about * 
one hour since the breakdown at this point, 
No shortage of action for the rail enthusiast after the switcher pulled away with 
our crippled Metro, Silverliners filled with Philadelphia commuters; a southbound P 
freight drag; southbound Metro; several conventional trains, including the BROADWAY. 
All the while, a spring thunderstorm preparing to do its thing. The primary ques- 
tion at this point: would the deluge arrive before our rescue train? | 
It turned out to be almost a dead heat. The railroad powers that be came up with: 
several of those venerable P-70 heavyweight, non-reclining seat coaches that were t 
mainstay of the Pennsy lo those many years. These were attached to the regular con- ; 
sist of train 286--the 6:15pm departure from Philadelphia for New York. it ground ta 
a halt at Frankford Junction about 6:45--already about 10mins behind--just as the 
first big raindrops began to fall. Given the circumstances (and after standing on 
that platform over a half hour) no one needed an invitation to step aboard, At 6:50 
(thr 45mins after our mini-disaster) we were on our way again. 
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HUDSON 


It had to be a dispatchers nightmare--a breakdown in the heart of the rush hour, 
four tracks or no. We lost a few minutes here and there as we crossed from one 
track to the other and back again, dodging freights and Metros, Our 25-min late de- 
parture from Trenton became a tardiness of 37mins by the time we slid to a stop in 
Penn Station. | | | 

Needless to say, our plans for a transfer to Grand Central in time for the 6:30p— 
Empire Service run to Albany had vanished long since. The question now was one of 
making the 9pm, the last of the night. We did make it thru the graffiti-scarred sub- 
way in time--dashing thru the gate to train 79 with two minutes to spare. Our two 
ex-New York Central long distance coaches of the late '50s--slightly refurbished 
by the NYC when Empire Service began several years ago--were fairly well filled on 
a Friday night. An on-time departure from Grand Central and 0.1. from Croton-Har- 
mon, This was to be an uneventful run, and we weren't about to complain about it. 
A few minutes were lost between Harmon and Poughkeepsie, but with a few minutes re- 
covery time in the schedule, we eased into the Albany-Rensselaer station just 2mins 
behind our scheduled 11:50 arrival--well within Amtrak's 5-minute tolerance. 


DELAWARE AND HUDSON'S ANNIVERSARY TRAIN 
ONE HELLUVA TRIP | : 


by Pete Roehm 


A railroad traveler's dream became a reality the weekend of April 28-29: a 22- 
car train, trailed by an open-platform observation car and headed by a 4-8-4 the 
full distance and a 4-6-2 over part of the distance (Port Henry to Rouses Point 
northbound and Whitehall to Colonie southbound) thru the beautiful Adirondack Moun- 
tains with Lake Champlain adjacent to the tracks on the eastern side for some one 
hundred of the miles. . The passenger count was in excess of 950, and only the Lord 
knows how many thousands turned out at trackside along the entire route to see this 
train steam by, i a | — 

This writer had the privilege of enjoying a seat in the D&H business car 200, 
which brought up the rear in both directions, With me in this car were 17 other 
fortunate passengers from the elder statesmen of rai] travel, Rogers Whitaker (now 
having logged in excess of 2,300,000 miles by rail) to 11-year-old lan Gittler of 
New York City. Other prominent passengers included Tony Haswell of NARP, Bruce 
Heard of Amtrak, John W. Barriger of Amoskeag and his wife, Elizabeth, and most of 
the D&H executive suite including Bruce Sterzing, Dick George, Tom O'Brien, and - 
Bernie Phillips. na t + t T aha 

Reading's 4-8-4, 2102, had become D&H 302 and sported elephant ears and a re- — 
cessed headlight; CPR-Green Mountain-Steamtown 4-6-2, 127, had become D&H 603, and 
it too took on the appearance of a DAH Pacific. The coaches, five formerly of the 
DEH, several from Steamtown and before that the CNJ, and one silver-sided Penn Cen- 
tral coach were all re-lettered for the DAH so that the entire train was without 
question that of the Delaware and Hudson, | DeO m 

Life aboard a "private car" can spoil one in a hurry, especially under the con- 
ditions of this trip with steam and scenery in abundance. The beverages and the © 
food were never-ending and served by young ladies from the High iron organization 
in Lebanon, New Jersey, which had been given the assignment by the D&H to operate 
this train. s 

The weather was overcast and threatening the entire weekend, and ‘on occasion 
there would be a spit or two of rain. But al] photo stops were made under more or 
less dry conditions and the air was usually on the warm side. Only one photo runby 
was cancelled and that was the first one, at Ballston Lake, when the Reading engine 
failed twice to back the train over a grade for an action run. . 
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The roadbed remains in excellent condition as the D&H continues to make money, 
altho not in great abundance, and is the only major carrier between the Bessemer & 
Lake Erie in western Pennsylvania and the Central Vermont in New England that has 
kept the wolf of bankruptcy from entering the office, It was oft rumored that there 
would be restoration of daytime service over the D&H, but there has yet to be any 
real action from the state, as it would be up to New York to finance such an effort, 
The trip would be a probable worthwhile run for either Amtrak or the state if given 
sufficient publicity. 

The thousands upon thousands of people who swarmed the trackside all of the way on 
both days created traffic paralysis conditions that only a Californian or a New Yorker 
could understand, If only this kind of reaction could be translated into a viable 
rail traveling public, there would never be any question as to whether rail passenger 
service could make its own way. The D&H continues to be interested in future trips 
using steam and the PA's and like Graham Claytor's Southern maybe the publicity that 
trains are worth riding again will rub off on a substantial segment of the public. 

Customs presented no problem in either direction, as officials from the country to 
be entered boarded the train well ahead of time and expedited their duty with no de- 
lay--truly a sign of perfect planning on both the part of the D&H and of the two na- 
tions involved, Altho the northbound run was about an hour late into Montreal, it 
was due to operating conditions and not to Customs problems as might have been sus- 
pected, 

This writer, to avoid the rush and because he prefers it, chose the Canadian Pace 
ific's Le Chateau Champlain for the night, as had the Barrigers and several of the 
DAH officials. Most of the passengers lay over at the Laurentian, about two blocks 
from Windsor Station. The Champlain is just across the street. 

Sunday morning found many of the riders at Windsor early so as to get good seats 
and to view the Museum-display train backed into Windsor with two of the Alco PA's 
on the front end. A third PA sits at Colonie being cannibalized and the fourth is 
being purchased back from General Electric. While awaiting departure, the CP Rail's 
ATLANTIC LIMITED pulled in, a half hour late, with an E-8 diesel, #3800, on the 
front in fresh paint, followed by an FP7, baggage car, coach, dome, and sleeper. 

It appeared as tho a substantial ridership detrained that morning. 

The ride south was excellent with some photo runbys, a service stop at Rouses 
Point whereat the local country store was raided by hungry passengers and surely 
never had such a windfall in all its history. The other service stop was at White- 
hall where the Pacific was put on the front for the run to Colonie, with the 4-8-4, 

The Delaware & Hudson Railway with Bruce Sterzing as President and Veep Tom 
U'Brien as head of the Sesquicentennial Committee, are to be given a tremendous 
hand for having done something for the public that very rarely happens. If either 
of these men, or others of the D&H, were working for the SP or the PC they would 
have been locked up in solitary. And crew members like Tom Dean, rear-end Trainman 
(who once worked the Laurentian), made the passengers one happy group. If only more 
railroads would realize that publicity of this nature will pay off more than any 
other form of advertising in ways that can never be itemized in costs analysis stud- 


ies. The D&H did not lose money on this trip and the goodwill which it brought forth ” 


is of a profit nature that will continue to pay dividends for a long time to come. 
Would that there be more D&H's. 






Delightful, comfortable ride along the + Ly. NewYork... CA 
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Hudson, Lake aen through the AF: Moniredl oseo eee et 7.45 P.M 
charming Adirondack region. Club Car | Lv. Montreal.............. 10.00" A.M. 
An New York meneen ee 8.35 PLM, 


— Parlor Cars— Coaches — Dining Car. + 
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canadian news letter 


DISTURBING REPORTS CONTINUE to reach us from Canada indicating that both Canadian 
Pacific and Canadian National are seeking to discourage passengers from riding 
trains there, and particularly from the two transcontinental streamliners, CP's 
CANADIAN and CN's SUPER CONTINENTAL. This is being done in the familiar subtle 

and non-subtle ways that American railroads used in the 1960's to drive passengers 
off so as to show a deficit and get government approval to remove trains, Invaria- 
bly the reaction we get in personal conversation when this topic comes up is dis- 
belief; Americans want to retain the belief that up North the trains are luxurious 
and nore inviting than at home. Our advice to them is: by all means, ride Canadian 
trains if you were planning to do so. You'll get a pleasant ride and see remarkable 
scenery. There will be no squalor to contend with, and we do not yet have reports 
of surliness from disgruntled employees such as we saw in the States so frequently. 
You may have to try a little harder to get reservations and information, but be per- 


, sistent. Only in this way can the railroads' anti-passenger efforts be foiled. We 


suggest you engage a travel agent well-versed in railroad reservations, to save your- 
self time and energy (travel agents cost you nothing, as their fee comes out of the 
railroad fare). And do write to the railroads and tourist agencies in Canada tell- 
ing them of your positive and negative experiences. While we are entirely sympa- 
thetic toward Canadian dislike of U.S. interference in their affairs, we feel that 
we'd be helping our northern neighbor by giving the powers that be evidence that 
American tourist dollars would flow in faster if better trains were available... 


ALGOMA CENTRAL RAILWAY'S summer schedule is for daily passenger trains both direc- 

tions between Sault Ste. Marie and Hearst, Ontario May 14-0ct. 13 inclusive. Win- 

ter service had consisted of northbound trains Fridays & Saturdays only, and south- 
bound service on Saturdays and Sundays only... 


ENVIRONMENTALISTS ON THE lower British Columbia mainland (Vancouver and south) want 
Burlington Northern to abandon its main line between Blaine, WA and New Westminster, 
B.C. so that the beach-side right-of-way can be made into a park and possibly a bi- 
cycle path, Before the PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL runs were inaugurated by Amtrak in 
1972, environmentalists wanted all freight diverted to the ex-NP freight line to 
the border at Sumas. Now there has been light talk of a new rail line to be built 
north or northeast from Blaine; inland to a junction with the BC Hydro Chilliwack 
line, or the CN main line. This would be very costly. BN will probably ride out 
environmental protests to its beach-side line in B.C., just as it has done else- 
where in the Puget Sound area. There have been suggestions that the ex-NP main 
line in Western Tacoma (and under the Narrows Bridge) be abandoned in favor of the 
steep branch line thru Fort Lewis. It's also been suggested in Seattle that the 
ex-GN line north from Seattle along Puget Sound also be ended-=but alternate loca- 
tions are hard to come by... 


AS PREDICTED HERE earlier, U.S. Customs & Immigration Service is now requiring 
southbound passengers on Amtrak's PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL to leave the train for in- 
spection at the U.S. border. This procedure began about May 15, Inspection is 

very thorough. With national columnist Jack Anderson detailing how drugs and ille- 
gal immigrants to the U.S. are pouring thru Vancouver, the situation probably will 
not improve soon, In contrast, Canadian inspection northbound is still made aboard 
the train. (A travel tip for insiders: while Greyhound passengers to and from Van- 
couver must leave their buses in both directions at the border, often you can go thru 
on a Continental Trailways bus without having to leave the vehicle)... 


TYPICAL MENU ON the CN's EXEC train Club Galley: crabmeat cocktail, breast of chicken 
au vin, tomato & cucumber salad, peach Bavarois, and beverage. One-way fare in this 


car, Toronto-Ottawa, including meal, is $17. Trip takes 5hrs 10min... 9 
page 








CALIFORNIA WESTERN 


By Jim Russell 













s Gg r] 
fraught with controversy, with concern 

over the quality of its service or with worry that bureaucratic action would soon 
hack it off for failure to meet some artificial standards, led to a trip northward 
to the glories of Mendocino County in mid-April for a ride on the California West- 
ern Railroad's famous SUPER SKUNK train between Fort Bragg and Willits, California. 
e ae problems of public transportation were not forgotten, however, will become 
evident, 

Time and logistics dictated a one-way rail ride--Fort Bragg to Willits--, for a 
fare of $4.20 ai trip is $6.30). Most of the journey was, unfortunately, on a 
couple Greyhound Super Scenicruisers. Gone are the days when a ferry ride from San 
Francisco and a Northwestern Pacific train from Sausalito would take you direct to 
the redwood country. Now one's journey (unless you drive) begins in San Francisco's 
7® & Mission Greyhound depot, waiting in an endless line to confront a ticket clerk 
as surly as any the railroads could produce in the bad old days. When Greyhound 
complains about its ridership dropping and blaming it on Amtrak, one is sorely temp- 
ted to suggest that the president of the lines don a disguise and try making such a 
trip himself. If he didn't opt for the auto, he's either a masochist or an environ- 
mentalist. 

The stale and stuffy, big rattley bus that left 15 minutes late--there's only one 
a day--was pretty full, had non-functioning air conditioning and a bevy of smokers 
who blithely ignored the signs. But enough of Greyhound. The arrival was almost on 
time (8pm), and we willingly alighted to the crisp ocean-night air of Fort Bragg. A 
stiff northwesterly blew out of the clear sky. A memorable dinner at the Piedmont 
Hotel restaurant and a comfortable motel bed left us raring to ride the puffing 
steam train. 

During this Easter Week, while Amtrak was busily turning passengers away from the 
COAST DAYLIGHT for lack of striped cars, the California Western was packing them in 
like sardines in its antique, bright red coaches. The 40-mile run to Willits is 
strictly a tourist attraction, a ride for the ride's sake; but come to think of ae 
so is at least half of all other travel. Uf course the railroad wasn't invited to 
join Amtrak, No need. It's been running a profitable passenger business for eons, 
and there's no sign it won't stay that way. It et quickly evident to the visi- 
tor that the SKUNK (diesel rail cars) and SUPER SKUNK (steam train) are intimately 
tied into the economy of this lumber town. They're the number one tourist attrac- 
tion here. Filling the motels last night and the restaurants for breakfast this 
morning were family after family come to ride the train. The most popular pattern 
is to drive to Fort Bragg, stay overnight, take the round trip to Willits, having 
lunch in Willits and arriving back at the coast in time for dinner and the drive 
home. The steam train was running daily this week. Otherwise it runs only on 
Saturdays April 28 to October 20, but daily in the summer (June 16-September 8). 

The Rail Cars run a daily round trip all year (for "serious" travelers), and two 


round trips during the summer. é 
This bright and fresh morning began with the 9:50 departure of yellow Rail Car 


M-300 with a few people aboard. Ten minutes later the 3=coach SUPER SKUNK would 
puff its way out of the station, Meanwhile tourists roamed thru the CWRR gift 
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shop. It's doubtful that any saleable item to uhich a skunk logo can be arin 


has been overlooked in this busy and presumably quite profitable store adjoining 
the ticket office. 


Soon the steamer and tender were coupled onto the waiting coaches while a hun- 
dred tourist cameras clicked. The crowd jammed aboard and we were off. The train 
crew did their best to seat one or two families together where double seats were 
lacking, despite the typical non-cooperativeness of American passengers. The 80- 
seat coaches were obtained from the Erie Lackawanna, and are somewhat newer than 
the commuter cars SP uses on its Peninsula run (see RTN, 1st April issue). Thus 
the train's capacity today was 240, and it was almost completely filled (in sum- 
mer longer trains are the rule). 

The ride was, of course, sheer pleasure. The bright spring sun shone down on 
rich green woods, white-blossoming Madrones and patches of colorful wild flowers. 
But to this rider the most rapturous element of the trip was the beautiful sound 
of the steam whistle. To the devotee of train horns and whistles, the sound of 
this particular engine has to be one of the finest. Echoing off canyon walls, 
filtering thru redwood groves, floating over the waters of the Noyo River, the 


AMTRAK CHANGES RECOMMENDED TO CONGRESS 


Testifying before the surface transportation subcommittee of the Senate Commerce 
Committee, Anthony Haswell, chairman of the National Association of RR Passengers, 
called for continuation of the basic Amtrak system thru 1977, and removal of rail- 
road presidents from the Amtrak board of directors. He said Amtrak has not com- 
plied with a 1972 law requiring, insofar as practicable, direct control and opera- 
tion of its own service with its own employees and supervisors, 

Mr. Haswell said, "A few railroads like the Milwaukee Road, Union Pacific and 
C&0/B&0 have done a reasonably good job for Amtrak. However, the record as a whole 
for all railroads compels the conclusion that in general the railroads are not sat- 
isfied with being relieved of the financial obligations of passenger service but 
want the trains physically removed from the tracks." Haswell singled out the SP 
for the "dubious distinction" of doing the worst job for passenger service, des- 
pite its status as "one of the wealthiest railroads." He named at least seven in- 
stances of the road's non-cooperation with Amtrak, including the limiting of Am- 
trak trains to 70mph "despite the fact that the SP track is in excellent condition." 
Other railroads severely criticized were Missouri Pacific, Burlington Northern, Penn 
Central, and Illinois Central Gulf. 

He suggested an amendment to the Amtrak legislation to let individual states ob- 
tain Amtrak service by paying 1/3 rather than 2/3 of operating losses, the same 
state-federal funding ratio as that provided for urban mass transit and for federal- 
aid highways other than the interstate system. "The present ratio is the principal 
obstacle in the path of greater state use of the Amtrak law," Haswell remarked. 

In addition, he called for an amendment to give Amtrak trains preference over 
freight trains except for emergencies and unless the DOT secretary has issued an 
order to the contrary for good cause. 
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luscious sounds emanating from this Mikado locomotive were like the well-tuned 
brass and woodwinds of a fine orchestra. 

Several times a vendor walked thru the cars selling Crackerjack and other 
goodies to eager juvenile hands. A hostess narrated the trip over a P.A. ("If 
you look out the right side at the next bend, etc..."). At one point the vendor 
cracked up the crowd when in a well-timed spoof of the hostess he leapt up and 
shouted "Now if you'll] look straight up here, you'll see the ceiling of the car 
you're riding in!" It was a pleasure to ride a train in which the entire staff 
from Engineer to ticket seller were whole-heartedly doing their best to make the 
passenger feel like a V.I.P. 

The SUPER SKUNK makes one stop at a widening along the right-of-way called 
Northspur. Here we detrained for 20 minutes to climb into the engine, take pic- 
tures and get refreshments. Some rustic stands with young attendants awaited us. 
The fairly high prices of the lemonade, cookies, etc. disturbed us momentarily 
until we realized that all the food was homemade right there at Northspur from 
the finest ingredients, and was indeed a delicious bargain! (turn page) 
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D&H SESQUICENTENNIAL COVERAGE (continued from page 8) 


by Ken Maylath 


Following a night in a Schenectady motel and a Saturday of pictures and record- 
ings along the D&H, our friend who supplied the car dropped us at the aged Central 
Vermont office building in St. Albans, Vermont. Still a couple hours before arri- 
val of Amtrak train 61, the WASHINGTONIAN at 9:34. This was the last day of its 
1:30pm departure from Montreal. The time change and new timetable would overtake 
us as we slept on the southbound journey. 

Amtrak has a small waiting room at one end of the CV office complex. There was 
an agent on duty, and he told us that customs is performed just before the train 
actually pulls into the station platform. His advance word was that about 80 pas- 
sengers would be crossing the border that rainy night. Indeed, #61 arrived for the 
customs procedure right on time--but 20mins wasn't sufficient, even tho the passen- 
ger load was moderate. Thus, it was 10:20 before | boarded refurbished sleeper No, 
2105, a nice looking Budd-built car, and settled down in my roomette, | was sur- 
prised to see four sections in the car. These, it turned out, were used for the 
crew. The baggage car and two ex-PC diesel units were forward. To the rear, SP 
sleeper 9000 fates electrical system was to call it quits at New York in the morn- 
ing), the pleasantly appointed diner, five coaches, the The Pub lounge. While a 
couple coaches were nicely refurbished, the last was one of those ex-NYC long dis- 
tance jobs usually associated with corridor trains in the Northeast and more than 
ready for a session in the shop. 

Some refreshment in the Pub to go with the live piano music as we moved along 
the well-maintained CV roadbed, picking up a couple minutes or more at each stop. 
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Willits came much too soon (12:40) after 32 bridges and trestles, two tunnels, 


and a hundred thousand wild flowers. After a leisurely lunch at an outdoor res- 
taurant, we braced ourselves for another Super Scenicruiser back to The City. 
Greyhound service thru Willits is more frequent than to the coast, since this 
town of 3000 souls lies on busy highway 101. It's here that the Northwestern 
Pacific line, an SP subsidiary, joins the CWRR, and where the Budd car REDWOOD 
left tri-weekly for Eureka before Amtrak came along. One couldn't help remem- 
bering that delightful little train that ran along a route scenicly similar to 
the CWRR's but several times longer. The NWP office here is in the same archi- 
tecturally interesting building complex as the CWRR, and may be found by a sign 
on the door that reads "Skunk train tickets are handled thru the Greyhound office 
opposite this office... This office is only for those doing business with the 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company." (Translation: "None of that passenger 
train nonsense now that we've joined Amtrak!") What a strange denial even of 
the existence of the CWRR, of which the building is first and foremost a clear 
advertisement, and secondarily a Greyhound stop. We watched a big SP freight 
thunder thru, and then our bus arrived. 





Indeed, we were just about back on schedule as we arrived in White River Junction, 
the point where | drifted off to sleep. 

it was a short night of sleep, not so much because of the B&M's slow speed track 
as my desire to take account of what was happening. When | lifted the shade of my 
roomette, dawn was breaking and we were just getting into Springfield. We were 
virtually on time--as of the old schedule. But, a combination of circumstances 
made it possible to assume the new schedule without being an hour late. Under the 
new timetable, #61 leaves Montreal about an hour later and Springfield a bit more 
than an hour later--5:55 compared with 4:40. At the same time, our watches gained 
an hour due to the advent of Daylight Saving Time. So we left Springfield on time, 
as of the new schedule, after waiting there a few extra minutes. 

A couple brief slow orders put us 5mins behind at New Haven, with departure four 
minutes behind. As we approached New York | headed for the dining car and a pretty 
good breakfast as we rumbled over the Hell Gate Bridge. A combination of brief 
slowdowns brought us into Penn Station 12 mins late, but that was no problem since 
the train is allowed 50mins there while it assumes the added role of the 10am New 
York-Washington corridor run, Some additional coaches were added on the rear for 
that purpose. | headed for the waiting room to grab some new timetables. 

We left New York a couple minutes late, and just about held our own as we moved 
along to Philadelphia. The same could not be said of the 8am FREE STATE out of 
New York, It was still sitting in Philadelphia when we arrived, after an apparent 
breakdown of the GG-1 electric. It ended up following behind us and the SILVER 
STAR, making a parade of three conventional trains minutes apart. Our arrival in 
Baltimore was several minutes late thanks to a freight which was easing thru the 
tunnels on the east side of town just ahead of us. 

All in all, a most interesting weekend--certainly one € variety and some extra 
surprises. 
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The linearity of a train is a distinct challenge to 
effective media presentation. Une approach is in- 
the series of photos beginning on page 11 and ending 
here. In this composite of 12 separate photographs 
the entire SUPER SKUNK train visible from the pass- 
enger platform is seen--all but part of the rearmost 
car. A portion of the station appears on page 11. 
The water tower is seen twice because of changing 

pa Tae (Ve at the camera lens. All photos by the 
author. 





_ On the boring return bus ride we amused ourselves by watching the nearly paral- 
lel NWP tracks down into Marin County. Fortunately the bus today, originating in 
Eureka, had operative air conditioning for the crowd jammed aboard. As we got in- 
to the thicker suburbs of Marin County, we watched jammed 5 o'clock traffic home- 
ward bound from S.F. And it was then that. we got our first clear picture of what 
Golden Gate Transit is doing with its new commuter buses. One after another the 
white buses. whizzed by us, a face at each window. Near San Rafael the freeway had 
1 southbound lanes blocked off for northbound travel by GGT buses only. The Tran- 
sit district is also talking of acquiring the NWP right-of-way thru here for rail 
commuter service of some kind. And so the circle may complete itself yet. Hur- 
rah for Golden Gate Transit! And, we realized, they provide an alternative to 
Greyhound for part of the trip we'd undergone, since their commuter buses run as ` 
far as Santa Rosa, and can be caught at downtown street corners in San Francisco. 
The public transportation picture here is getting all steamed up--pun intended-- 
and we'll keep a close watch on developments. Maybe what Greyhound needs is a 
melodious steam whistle and a Crackerjack vendor. 


SSS SSS USS SS SSS SSS 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 


"We have not yet recommended going back to horses, but | understand that the dray 
horse and wagon is making a comeback on London streets. Unlike a bus, truck or car, 
a horse can 'idle' in traffic for hours, if need be, at little if any added fuel 
costs. A wholesale substituting of horses for trucks, of course, would not solve 
the current pollution problem, but it might replace it with one more easily handled 
by less expensive methods... We must reduce pollutants. Yet the number of motor 
vehicles on our highways increases by 12,000 vehicles a day--every day of the year. 
The horse may help, but clearly something has to give. Mass transit is clearly the 


N rs 
alah ti --DOT Under Secretary T. C. Lutz in address to New York 


Traffic Club, May 16 l 
"Though some may think it 'unthinkable,' | suspect that before long a few cities-- 
and Los Angeles may be one--will even be looking at the possibility of licensing - 
the use of freeways, with the fees higher--like movie theaters or long distance 
telephone calls--during prime time. We may even be on the way to recognizing that 
good public transportation is such an essential key to urban survival that, like 
schools and fire protection, it must be made available free to all comers and sup- 
ported by general or special taxes." 
--D0T Secretary Brinegar speaking to Los Angeles Chamber | 
of Commerce, National Transportation Week luncheon, May 16 
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TEXAS CHIEF, continued from page 5 


3:15pm. We begin to move from Dallas Union Station--under rehabilitation at the 


taxpayers' expense as a aanifestation of their_interest in the revival of rail pas- 
senger service to their city. We should be able to one the first fev niles it ae 


bout the same time as did the SUNBEAM of past years, given the slower running nece- 
ssary in leaving the city. Around Tmins later ve rattle over Belt Junction and 
pick up to our full GOmph liait. With little to slow our progress, we blast thru 
Ennis shortly before 4pm and move on to our first stop at Corsicana. Our red, white, 
blue and silver consist blides to a brief stop just before 4:20pa, completing the 
first 55 miles in 65mins, Ina moment, we're off again, with one of Amtrak's brand 
new diesels on the point and a dome sleeper observation bringing up the rear. The 
next 90 miles to Hearne are covered in 90mins, just as with opis priority freights, 
the BLUE STREAK MERCHANDISE. Thus, we stop for a crew change at 5:50pm, that hot 
Texas sun stil] high in the summer sky. We have ten minutes for the crew change and 
passenger loading, plus a few minutes of recovery tise, As the clock strikes D the 
wheels are rolling again. We aove at a slower speed now, off SP's priority track, 
at 40uph. It takes just over 30mins to cover the 21 miles to Bryan, serving the uni- 
versity complex at College Station, Then, the final lap, the final hundred miles to 
Houston, With a bit of luck we will ease into the SP station at 9:10pm, a bit in ad- 
vance of our 9:20 schedule tine. Ten extra recovery minutes here since we are at the 
end of a long 1348-nile run which began in Chicage sore than 28 hours earlier. | 
Soeeabout 6hrs from Dallas to Houston on a fairly tight schedule. Maybe 6hrs, 30 
sins if you want to play it a little loose. Nine hours? Come off it, SP--who are 
you Ale to kid? Five hours? Forget it unless someone can force some higher speed 
lists. | 


SP SCHEDULES DALLAS - HOUSTON 









4: 15 fv 4:20 | 


: 






Notes: (1} #260, 2nd class freight; 
(2) #42, BLUE STREAK MERCHANDISE, 89,5 miles in 90mins. (3) l 
ulos timed as 20 years ago, but tines translated to same departure tines from Dallas 
and Houston as proposed TEXAS CHIEF for comparison purposes. 


Recent SP timetable used for reference shows no scheduled freights between Dallas and 


Ennis, AII run as extras, apparently. 
not a test run over the line, similar to what was done before inauguration 
of the Kontrea? service? Perhaps the INTER-AMERICAN equipment could be used be- 
tween its tri-weekly runs from Ft. Worth to the border. Also, if the SP situation 
can't be resolved into a decont schedule, what of the Burlington-Rock Island line? 
One thing is for sure: a stagecoach could probably aake it in 9 hours. But cone 
to think of it, maybe that's what SP is scheduling for, since it seems to feel that 
the passenger train is just about as obsolete. 
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AN IMPORTANT STUDY OF AMTFRAK'S MISSION - THE HARBRIDGE HOUSE REPORT 


One study of rail passenger service that will be closely looked at by those 
responsible for our transportation system is a report commissioned ‘by Amtrak and 
done by Harbridge House, Inc. of Boston, The half-inch thick ‘study, ‘transmitted 
to Amtrak February 13, is titled "The role of intercity rail passenger service: ‘A 
study of Amtrak's mission." | 
= fimtrak wanted the report in order to help define its own purposes, and the ‘report 
opens by noting that the legislation establishing NRPC was not ckear., and that the 
Corporation should articulate a clear role for itself, having been uncertain of this 
in its first year of existence. Amtrak's early financial difficulties were largely 
due to unrealistic funding, based on insufficient information, says the report. 

The approach taken by Harbridge House was to answer the ‘questions of what ‘public 
interests Amtrak could serve and what public interests should Amtrak try to serve, 
in addition to the question of what Amtrak's mission ‘should be. The findings and 
conchustons of the study can be summarized as follows: (1) Amtrak can provide trans- 
portation which some of the public may prefer and which may be doubly important in 
certain circumstances, such as inclement weather when other transport modes must 
shut down. (2) Amtrak can give service that has desirable and sometimes unique 
attributes, such as safety. (3) Amtrak has the potential for profitable operations 
on some routes, and overall decreasing deficits, with ridership trends up and oper- 
ating cost efficiencies increasing. (4) The uneven application of federal subsidies 
is a factor that makes the perceived cost of operation not reflect the competitive 
advantages of rail travel. (5) Using consistent measures, rail costs per passenger 
mile are now much lower than short-haul air costs (tho not long-haul air), and can 
be expected to become lower than those for air and auto (but not bus) in the near 
future. (6) Rail travel is particularly efficient in its use of petroleum products, 
now becoming critically scarce (the report notes that the Office of Emergency Pre- 
paredness has issued a major policy recommendation calling for a shift of intercity 
passenger traffic from auto and bus to rail to conserve gasoline). In addition, 
rail is "unique in its ability to use energy from just about any source." (7) Rail 
rights-of-way are long established and underutilized and can be increased greatly 
without much expansion of land resources. (8) As rail gains a greater share of the 
transportation market, it might prove valuable in preventing future pollution of 
the environment. (9) Rail can make a modest contribution in reducing noise pollu- | 
tion, especially in contrast to air travel. (10) Amtrak may also contribute to the 
stimulation of local economies and community development, serving the disadvantaged, 
and serving the national defense, but these potential contributions were found dif- 
ficult to quantify. | | 

Just what should Amtrak's mission be? According to the report, Amtrak should 
serve both users and non-users among the public; thus it should: (1) provide inter- 
city rail travel to the public; (2) serve all the public by relieving congestion in 
other modes and by reducing pollution, heavy fuel consumption, etc.; (3) price its 
services so as to recover full costs, where possible; and (4) develop new or improved 
intercity rail services. | 

The report writers draw out from these conclusions some implications: (1) in some 
cases the public is served even though the farebox shows deficits; in these cases 
"explicit public funding" is "very much in order"; (2) Amtrak's success or failure 
must be based not on Amtrak's overall deficit or profit but on "whether the public 
interest is well or poorly served with respect to the individual route segments"; 
(3) the potential for short-haul service in congested areas is generally stronger — 
than the majority of "long-haul route segments," but Amtrak should experiment with 
selected long-haul routes and special services. 

Analysis: on the whole a good report, but tends to view Amtrak system as a col- 
lection of routes rather than a whole, and does not give enough weight to interac- 


tion among routes and is somewhat unfair to the long-distance train. page 17 

















mixed train of thoughts 


AMTRAK PREPARED A giant poster-like brochure not long ago presenting snatches of 
news clippings illustrating that "Tracks are back!" So what does the very first 
clipping at the top (from U.S. News & World Report) read? "...on a recent typically 
hot morning, passengers were growing alarmed. In car after car the air conditioning 
was failing. In several cases, the cooling ducts began..." and the rest of the art- 
icle is mercifully covered by another more complimentary clipping..... EVERY TRAN- 


SPORTATION MODE except buses carried more passengers the 4" quarter of last year than | 


they did the same period in 1971, reported the DOT recently. Rail passengers jumped 
from 63.8 million to 65.5 million, buses dropped from 111 million to 96.7 million. 
That's why Greyhound and others are busily seeking scapegoats in Amtrak and else- 
where rather than face up to their realistic problems (the 2 million gained by rail 
doesn't account for all the 14+ million buses lost--and at the rate Amtrak buses 
passengers from late trains you'd think the corporation was actually helping the 

bus business)..... A SOUR GRAPES article by Eileen Swift of Newsday, entitled "Re- 
member the train? Forget it. Now there's Amtrak." appeared in the Washington Post 
May 13. We suggest next time Newsday does a train writeup it send a reporter who 
knows how to gather accurate information..... AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE, on the 
other hand, had a good summary of Amtrak's first two years of "adventure with pas- 
senger trains" in the May issue. The cover drawing shows Uncle Sam setting up toy 
trains in a big jumble on a map of the U.S..... THE NATIONAL LIMITED, our cover 
train of last issue, had a flat car full of wheels on its rear on May 19, reports 
reader Dave Powell..... MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND saw all Amtrak's available equipment 
in operation, the corporation reported. In the East, over 400 extra cars were ad- 
ded..... AMTRAK LOST ITS court case concerning the sale of liquor in Kansas, the 
Wall Street Journal reported May 18..... NATIONAL RAILWAYS OF MEXICO has a new 
leader--Luis Gomez, who replaced 70-year old Victor Manuel Villasenor who had held 
the position since Dec. 1970..... APPARENTLY EMBARRASSED BY all the adverse publi- 
city caused by the railroad's opposition to the Dallas-Houston Amtrak route, an SP 
official in that area went to the media with a mildly worded, detailed explanation 
of why the road refused, attempting to show it's fulfilling its "responsibility to 
the traveling public" to require expensive track improvements first. That's a new 
wrinkle with SP. Responsibility to the traveling public?..... "BART AND BUSES: 

Map guide to total transit travel" is a colorful BART brochure showing how to get 
around the S.F. Bay Area. It even shows the Amtrack (sic) Terminal on a map of 
Oakland..... FOR WANT OF a parking space, the retired editor of the Washington Post 
wrote a nasty article about Amtrak in the Boston Globe recently. He didn't know how 
to find a parking place in Boston, so cancelled his reservations for his first Amtrak 
trip and took a plane, which he praised mightily while condemning the whole Amtrak 
system..... AMTRAK'S ONLY "COMMUTER" train--the Washington-Cumberland replacement 
for the POTOMAC SPECIAL (see last issue) added a stop at Gaithersburg May 21 for 
weekdays only..... A BERKELEY READER spotted the red, white & blue baggage car of 
the "1776" train on the SUPER CHIEF leaving Los Angeles May 19..... COMPLIMENTARY 
AMTRAK COOKIES in the shape of the headless arrow logo were passed out to passen- 
gers on the COAST DAYLIGHT this month, reports David Ribbe of Burbank, who adds, 
"After two years of complimentary smoked almonds, we salute you, Roger Lewis"..... 
COLORADO RAILROAD MUSEUM publishes "intermittently" the iron Horse News, which you 
can get free if you send 6 large stamped, addressed envelopes to Iron Horse News, 
Box 641, Golden, Colorado 80401..... SUMMER SUNSHINE FUN Tours are being offerred 
by AC Transit in our area. The bus tours are wide-ranging and interesting-sounding. 
Fares range $3-5, a real bargain. Write Oakland Chamber of Commerce, Jack London 
Square, Oakland CA 94607 for brochure..... 


page 18 








B&O RAITLROADER B&O RAILROADER B&O RATLROADER 


What is B&O RAILROADER? To approximately 500 of 
its supporters, it is an excellent source of in- 
formation on the B&O Railroad--past and present. 
Now in its second year, B&O RAILROADER has just 
increased its frequency of publication from six 

to eight issues per year. 







The main theme of the publication is historical 
but current news and operations as well as occa- 
Sional modeling articles are also featured, All 
materials and photographs are contributed by the 
readers themselves and vary with each issue to | 
accomodate as many interests as possible. Print- 
ed by photo-offset, each issue contains a mini- 
mum of ten pages printed both sides, front and 
back covers, and an average of twenty-five il- 
-lustrations or photographs. The format is loose- 
leaf stapled in the upper left corner. Adequate - 
margin space is left for storage in three ring 
binders, | 





















Passenger service past and present receives ex- 
cellent coverage, All the name trains will be 
featured in the history section during the com- 
ing months. A feature article on The Cincinna- 
tian has already appeared as well as coverage 
on the Parkersburg to Huntington mixed train 
which ran until AMTRAK, Present news coverage 
is concerned with the demise of the Parkers- 
burg train and the legal activities of the Po- 
tomac Passengers' Association in their efforts 
to force the B&O to restore passenger service 
between Washington and Cumberland to pre-AMTRAK 
levels. | ea C o 













Sample issues are available for 25¢ in coin or 
stamps--no SSE. Subscriptions are sold six is- _ 
sues at a time for $5.00 which includes mailing 
via first class mail. Interested? Write B&O |. 
RATLROADER, Neilson Wood, Jr., Publisher, 2 No. 
Court Lane, Levittown, PA 19054, | | 







